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BLACKBIRD LEYS PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 30th January 2020, at 7.00 pm in the Community Centre, 

Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Parish Councillors: John Dillon (Chair), Peter Nowland (Vice-Chair), Mark Franks, Ewa 
Gluza, Olamide Oladejo, Anthony Church, Imade Edosomwan, Maggie Lewis and Robert 
Davies.     

OTHER COUNCILLORS:   City Council Councillors: Sian Taylor and Linda Smith  
 

OFFICERS PRESENT:   Clerk to the Council: Emma Kearney  

OTHERS PRESENT:  Members of the Public: 2  
  

APOLOGIES:   The following apologies were received:   
   County Councillors: Deborah McIlveen 
 City Council Councillors: Rae Humberstone and Hosnieh Djafari-Marbini 
 Oxford City Council Communities and Neighbourhoods: Hollie Tuckwell 
 Thames Valley Police: Ehab Shahab & Soffia Lewis-Davies 
  
FC176/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 

None  
 
FC177/19 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes for the parish council meeting held on 17th 
December 2019.  

  
FC178/19  CORRESPONDENCE  
   For information, please contact the clerk if you require any further information.  
 
FC179/19  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
   None  
  
FC180/19  INTRODUCTION OF ANDREW HUMPHERSON (ROO) FROM OXFORD CITY COUNCIL 

a) Has replaced Sarah Grubb and is working alongside Hollie Tuckwell to bring the 
various teams involved with the regeneration together, and will be attending future 
parish council meetings.  
There has been lots of hard work behind the scenes, and the first stage is nearly 
completed, there will be consultation events coming soon.  

b) Question 1:  There seemed to be delays in the progress and there are concerns the 
funding had been withdrawn from the project  
Is this the case?  
The council has secured funding from the government for infrastructure costs and has 
also been awarded additional funds. This is a big development and is going to take a 
lot of money up front for the works to start, there are new energy efficiency 
standards that are affecting progress. 
The council is working hard with Catalyst to get the best for the money out of the 
scheme and want to ensure what is shown is deliverable.  
Funding is coming from various sources, there has been no backtracking on what has 
been outlined by Catalyst.  Costs have raised as the standards have.  
The project does not just need funding for the new houses it is also funding the new 
shops and the community centre.  

 
The timescales are –  

-          Detail design - 2020 
-          Planning applications to be submitted - 2021 
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-          Start building – 2022  
There is a commitment to the start building date as the funding from the 
government dictates this. 

c) Question 2: Previous discussions were indicating that building would start this year 
and the end of Knights Road would be started first.  
Is this still the case?  
The planning process is starting as soon as we are through the first stage. The pre-
application agreement has already been set-out in principle by the council, once this 
is approved it means when the applications are submitted the planning stage can 
start quickly.  
The plan is to start building at Knights Road, and at the same time, the work would 
start around the community centre. 

d) Question 3: There were previous discussions about the redevelopment at Top Shops 
and the community centre area would follow Knights Road. Is this still the case?   
Only when the new shops are built would the old ones come down.  
There are complications with the community centre as it cannot be done the same 
way as the shops, and there is going to be a lot more consultation to manage that 
part of the process. Which is why this next year is needed to give a better idea of the 
baseline so if there are changes, they can be tracked.  

e) Question 4: Will the regeneration being taking into account any feedback or 
recommendation from the Citizen Assembly? 
It’s a bit premature, as there has been a big jump in new planning regulations it is 
40% more, and 40% better which is a big improvement.  

f) Questions 5: Have the transport links been looked at by the council?  
Some residents can get to the doctors but can’t get back.  
There have been initial high-level conversations regarding the issues and in principle, 
it has been very positive. Nothing formal can be agreed until we have a scheme 
confirmed, this will take place at the next stage. 

g) Question 6: Is any of the housing for Key Workers? 
There is a minimum of 289 houses and around 34 are to be built at Knights Road, 
there is a mix of shared ownership, social renting and sale properties.  
There are no key worker houses.  

h) Question 7: What is the reason for building starting at Knights Road? 
Work is being phased so the shops can stay open. The costs also play a big part as 
the private for-sale housing is subsidising the project, so that needs to go on the 
marketing first to reduce the borrowing. As if the borrowing goes up so does the 
cost. 

i) It was noted there will be a newsletter coming out to residents that will be directly 
affected by the regeneration, this will be circulated before the engagement meetings 
in March 2020. 

j) Discussions were held regarding if the end date of the regeneration project had been 
moved. It was commented that the regeneration project was a process not an event 
and the end date has not changed.  
                                                                                               

FC181/19   CHAIRMANS REPORT 
a) Lord Mayors Event  

Attended with the clerk the Lord Mayor’s Christmas event and made lots of good 
contacts. 

b) Growing Parish Council 
Really pleased we have lots more proactive councillors on board, the parish council is 
growing and becoming more productive.  

c) Chairman for 2020 
Due to personal commitments and health reasons will not be standing for chairman 
at the next election in May. Would like to encourage councillors to come forward and 
express an interest with the clerk.  
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d) Leys Festival Meeting 
Thank you to Cllr Church for taking and circulating the meeting minutes, it is sounding 
really good.  

e) Speed Watch Operation  
It was surprising how many people thought the road was 30 mph and not 20 mph the 
results have been circulated by the police to the parish council.  
There were discussion regarding how to identify future roads for the speed watch.    

f) Resignations 
Two possible resignations from Cllr Funge and Cllr Watson.  
 

FC182/19  CLERKS UPDATE 
a) ILCA Certificate  

Clerk confirmed the Introduction to Local Council Administration certificate had been 
obtained.   

b) Meeting Actions  
Request for everyone to check the meeting actions at the back on the meeting 
minutes, if they have any progress to report back.   

c) Registration with the Information Commissioner  
We are now registered with the Information Commissioner for an annual fee of £40.  

d) Precept Additional Funds  
Due to there being additional band D properties on the estate there has been an 
increase in the precept by £340 for the year. Although the parish council has not 
increased the precept this year.  

e) Grants 
I. Still confusion in the community regarding the deadline, a chase email was sent 

to last year’s awardees and additional responses have been received.   
II. Clerk advised councillors to log on the Dropbox where all parish information is 

saved, the grant responses and applications need to be reviewed by the 
councillors so a decision can be reached in the March meeting.  

III. Grant responses have been submitted without any evidence as outlined in the 
grant policy. The clerk advised councillors review the information to ensure they 
are satisfied.  

IV. There were discussions held regarding  
a. The payment frequency to the grant awards. 
b. Level of criteria that would satisfy the awards. 
c. Loss of the pitching part of the process. 
d. A workshop for residents to attend to assist with completing the 

grant forms.  
V. The chairman suggested for a working group to be formed to review these issues, 

the applications and responses and to make recommendations to the full parish. 
Grants working group 
1. Emma Kearney (Clerk)  
2. Cllr Nowland  
3. Cllr Franks  
4. Cllr Gluza 
5. Cllr Church  
6. Cllr Davies  
Action: Clerk to arrange grants working group meeting  

f) Noticeboards 
I. The scale drawing of the noticeboard had to be redrawn by the clerk.  

II. The noticeboard planning applications keep being rejected due the block 
plan and location maps, a draft version of both have been sent into the 
planning department for approval. 

g) Signatories 
Cllr Gluza and Cllr Oladejo have been confirmed by the bank as signatories for the 
parish council bank account. 
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   PARISH COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
FC183/19   Cllr Lewis  

a) Neighbourhood Watch  
I. Had an interview on Radio Oxford on New Year’s Eve and discussed 

Neighbourhood Watch in Blackbird Leys.  
II. Was passed a referral via the Community Response Team for someone who 

is interested in joining the Neighbourhood Watch scheme.  
III. Attended the Leys Festival Steering Group meeting and is planning to have a 

Neighbourhood Watch stall at the festival. 
IV. Attending a meeting with Daniel Courtney regarding Neighbourhood Watch.  
V. Attended the Clockhouse at the social club. 

b) Speed Watch Operation  
Attended the speed watch operation.  

c) Crime reports 
Cllr Lewis can produce a report for reported crimes in the parish, the statistics are 
taken from Police UK.  
 

FC184/19   Cllr Davies 
a) Leys Festival 

Has attended the Leys Festival Steering Group meeting and has arranged free 
advertising with Oxford Bus Company. Oxford Bus Company will be having a stall 
at the festival free of charge in exchange.   

b) Sports Group 
Will be creating a project with regards to sporting and will be submitting a grant 
application to the parish council.   

 
FC185/19   Cllr Church 

a) Website Accessibility for the Visually Impaired 
Has attended a training course and the parish council need to ensure the website 
is accessible to the visually impaired by September 2020. The course slides have 
been passed to the clerk to put on Dropbox, if anyone wishes to view them.  

b) SSEN Conference 
Will be attending this on behalf of the parish council in March at a venue in 
Reading.  
 

FC186/19   Cllr Franks  
a) Northfields School Consultation  

Attended this on behalf of the parish council, the plans looked good.  
b) Neighbourhood Watch 

Is working on this in the parish.  
c) BBL Parish Council 30th anniversary 

Wanted to highlight that it is the Blackbird Leys Parish Councils 30th Anniversary 
this year. Might be an idea to invite old councillors and the Lord Mayor.  

   Action: Clerk to find out exact date of the 30th Anniversary 
 

FC187/19   Cllr Gluza 
Leys Festival 
a) Would like to thank everyone who attended the Leys Festival Steering group, it 

was a very positive meeting.  
b) The festival date has been confirmed as Saturday 6th June from 12-5pm, with a 

quiet hour at the beginning from 12 -1pm.  
c) The ideas for the festival are to promote education, be fun, with an exhibition of 

the history of Blackbird Leys.  
Also with activities for children with a view to integrate cultures  

d) Most of the activities will be free but some may be either 50p or £1. 
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e) Food is likely to be priced between £3- £6, but not to be too expensive.  
f) The Steering Group will be split into smaller groups to work on key areas.   
g) If any money is left over from the festival it will be used for other community 

events.  
h) Discussions were held regarding previous years namely the floats and parades, it 

was commented that costs are prohibitive for these types of activities at the 
festival. 

i) Discussions were held regarding the times the festival could take place, namely 
finishing early evening. This restriction was put in place by Thames Valley Police 
in order to keep everyone safe.  

j) A funding source was identified by Councillor Church via the City Council.  
k) Next Leys Festival Steering Group meeting is Monday 3rd February 2020 and 

Monday 17th February 6pm – 7pm at the community centre.  
 

FC188/19   Cllr Odelajo  
a) Leys Festival  

Attended the Leys Festival Steering Group and is working to find suitable 
activities for the children to do.   
 

FC189/19   Cllr Edosomwan 
a) Widening Windrush Meeting  

Involved with the ‘Movement for Justice’ event at the Glow Hall, a group 
including two barristers from London attending and gave a talk.  
The essence of the talk was to say we are not trying to forget about the past but 
to learn from it, and use the experience to make things better.  
The purpose is to bring the communities together.      

 
FC190/19   Cllr Nowland 

a) Attended the ‘Widening Windrush’ meeting at the Glow Hall.  
b) Attended the ‘Homeless Project’ which is being used by people on zero hours 

contracts.  
c) There are talks to start a ‘Family Meal Project’ for those families that are on in 

work benefits and in working poverty.  
d) Cllr Nowland retires this week.  
e) Graffiti on the estate is starting to increase.  
f) Parking on Druce Way has started to become a problem as BMW workers are 

parking in the resident area. There are concerns that they have noticed when the 
Enforcement Officers are not present. 

g) Windale House has an issue with the heating, it is very cold in there at the 
moment.  

Action: Cllr Smith to increase the frequency of Enforcement Officers on the estate.  
 Cllr Smith to raise issue with housing to regarding Windale House.   

 
CITY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

FC191/19   Cllr Smith 
a) Has been involved with significantly reducing the electricity at the Leys Leisure Centre 

and making it more environmentally friendly.  
b) Blackbird Leys Boxing Club 

Ambitious plans to have their own dedicated space, this is being worked on.  
c) License for Privately Rented Properties 

Working at the moment to have all privately rented properties in the city licensed, 
this will need government backing and should come into place at the end of this year.  

 
FC192/19   Cllr Taylor 

a) Birchfield Close is having an upgrade soon. 
b) Citizen Assembly was a good process, and the work is on-going.  
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c) There has been casework of graffiti on the estate. 
Discussions were held regarding the concerns of reported graffiti being taken down 
from the ‘fix-my-street’ website before the graffiti has been removed. There were 
further discussion that reports are added to a schedule.   

  Action: Cllr Taylor to follow -up with Polly Smart regarding graffiti schedule for the estate 
 
FC193/19  FINANCIAL MATTERS 
   Cashbook   
   It was RESOLVED to pay –  

f) Clerk January wages for 40 hours £616.20 by BACs payment.  
g) Oxford City Council hall hire £20, by BACs payment.  
h) Clerk January overtime for 26 hours £369.72 by cheque no: 101329 
i) Clerk January expenses £57.17 by cheque no: 101330. 
j) Oxford Association of Local Council for ‘Chairmanship Skills’ training for Cllr Church 

£108 by cheque no: 101331. 
k) Viking for printer ink £51.58 by cheque no: 101332 
l) Total spend for January: £1, 222.67 

 
m) To re-raise cheque no 101259 from ‘Agnes Smith’ to ‘Blackbird Leys Neighbourhood 

Support Scheme’ (BLNSS Ltd) by cheque no: 101333 for grant award from 2018-19 of 
£5,000. 
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FC194/19 TO THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS - Applications: were considered: 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application Address Ward Deadline Outcome 
1) 20/00002/FUL DEL  

Erection of a single storey rear and side 
extension. Conversion of garage to create 
habitable space. Provision of bin and 
bicycle storage. 

14 Frys Hill 
Oxford 
OX4 7GN 

Northfield Brook Ward 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council 

06.02.2020 
 

No objections  

2) 19/03236/FUL COMM 
Replacement of existing south west and 
north west elevations. 

Oxford Retail Park  
Ambassador Avenue 
Oxford OX4 6XJ 

Blackbird Leys Ward 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council 

02.02.2020 No objections 

3) 19/03297/CT3 COMM 
Alterations to entrance doors. 

1-7 Birchfield Close (Odds), 49-55, 57-
63, 65-71 Pegasus Road (Odds) 
Oxford Oxfordshire 

Northfield Brook Ward 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council 

30.01.2020 No objections 

4) 19/03299/CT3 COMM 
Alterations to 3no. entrance doors 

Site Of 21-55 
Birchfield Close 
Oxford Oxfordshire 
OX4 6DL 

Northfield Brook Ward 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council 

30.01.2020 No objections 

5) 19/02920/FUL DEL  
Demolition of existing garage, shed and 
conservatory. Erection of a two storey 1 x 1 
bed dwelling house (Use class C3) and 
single storey rear extension. Provision of 
car parking, bin and bicycle storage. 
(amended site plan) 

3 Comfrey Road 
Oxford 
OX4 6SP 

Blackbird Leys Ward 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council 

30.01.2020 No objections 

6) 19/02958/FUL DEL  
Erection of a two-storey building to create 
a 1 x 1-bed dwelling (Use Class C3). 
Provision of private amenity space, car 
parking and bin and cycle storage. 
(amended plans) 

29 Balfour Road 
Oxford 
Oxfordshire 
OX4 6AE 
 

Blackbird Leys Ward 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council 

05.02.2020 Action: Cllr 
Franks to 
investigate and 
report back if 
necessary.  

7) 19/03278/FUL DEL  
Erection of a two storey 1 x 2 bed dwelling 
house (Use Class C3) (Retrospective). 

10A Knights Road 
Oxford 
Oxfordshire 
OX4 6DF 
 

Northfield Brook Ward 
Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council 

13.02.2020 No objections 
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FC195 /19 – MEETING ACTIONS 

Item No  Minutes Reference ACTION FOR WHEN 

1 2 Provide a telephone number of Car-parking contact Cllr McIlveen TBA 

3 4 Provide a list of grant awardee’s  Cllr McIlveen TBA  

4 6 Complaints procedure source, circulate, review and 
approve at a full Parish Council Meeting Clerk 

Clerk  By July Meeting  

5 9 Chairman to contact Community Payback to feedback 
good work on the estate. 

Chairman  May Meeting  

6 10 To provide contact details to the Chairman Community 
Payback 

Cllr Humberstone May Meeting  

11 FC047/19 g) Hedges Chairman to send photographs to Cllr Smith to follow up. Chairman/Cllr Smith ASAP 

12 FC047/19 h) Tall Trees Chairman to send details to Cllr Smith to follow up.  Cllr Church ASAP 

13 FC054/19 d) Bike Thefts Cllr Church will forward the details to the clerk   Cllr Church/Clerk  ASAP 

15 FC058/19 f) Parking  Cllr Smith will ask for Balfour Road to be included with 
the Traffic Engineer.  

Cllr Smith ASAP 

17 FC062/19 a) Noticeboards Confirm Catalyst offer of a noticeboard as part of the 
regeneration.  

HT ASAP 

19 FC063/19 a) Signatories Clerk to organise new signatories to be added to Parish 
bank account  

Clerk  FC182/19 g) 

23 FC073/19 c) Noticeboard To arrange planning permission for the noticeboard 
sites.  

Clerk FC182/19 f) 

24 FC080/19 d) Holy Family Church To investigate the recent change to the Churches status 
to a Grade 2 listed building and report back 

Chairman ASAP  

25 FC083/19 a) Website  
 

To take down the old website  
 

Chairman  ASAP 

27 FC083/19 a) Website  
 

Councillors photos Clerk  ASAP  

28 FC091/19 s) Speed Watch To contact Thames Valley Police to enquire about policy 
before a decision on. 

Clerk  Complete 
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29 FC091/19 s) Speed Watch  To find prices for all camera types and also research 
Thames Valley Police criteria for the next Parish Council 
meeting.  

Maggie Lewis & Cllr 
Church 

ASAP 

30 FC0103/19 c) Twinning  To invite Angela Charlton to a Parish Council meeting to   
discuss twinning.  

Cllr Gluza ASAP 

31 FC0115/19 a) Leys Festival  To update Mr. James with Leys Festival information  Clerk  Complete 

32 FC0115/19 a) Lighting Concerns To provide report lighting concerns in Bullnose Morris, 
Ashmore Place and Druce Way. 

Cllr McIlveen  ASAP 

33 FC0117/19 b) Friendley’s grant  Clerk to contact Friendley’s and arrange final figure and 
payment.   

Clerk  Complete 

34 FC0118/19 a) Agnes Smith  To raise and send out cheque.  Clerk  Complete 

35 FC0119/19 d) Quotation  To request a quotation to install the noticeboards for 
Direct Services  

Clerk ASAP  

36 FC0143/19 a) Tuckers Rd garages Community Response Team to check the garages are still 
boarded up   
 

CRT ASAP 

37 FC0141/19 a) Noticeboards Clerk to resubmit applications and copy in Cllr Smith and 
Hollie Tuckwell  

Clerk  Complete 

38 FC0141/19 b) Website quotation  Clerk to source a quotation to add additional audit boxes 
to the website from appointed website contractor 

Clerk  Complete 

39 FC0141/19 c) Review Grant 
Response 

Councillors to review grant response on drop box 
submitted by Pegasus School  

Councillors  Before 
31/03/2020 

40 FC0145/19 d) Letter to Catalyst  Clerk to write to Catalyst and ask for an update on 
resident’s situation 

Clerk  N/a 

41 FC0148/19 a) Report   Cllr McIlveen to report the complaint to the Council 
 

Cllr McIlveen ASAP 

42 FC0153/19 a) External audit figures Clerk and chairman to sign the updated AGAR form, and 
clerk to the external audit return via post 

Clerk/chairman FC153/19 a) 

43 FC0153/19 b) appointing an 
internal auditor  

Clerk and chairman to sign the internal auditor 
agreement, and clerk to return via post.  
 

Clerk/chairman FC153/19 b) 

44 FC0153/19 c) internal audit actions  

 

Clerk to add to the December agenda appointing an 
Internal Financial Auditor and registering with the 
information commission. 

Clerk  FC0162/19 
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45 FC0166/19 e) Operation Boulevard 
 

Date to be arranged for speed watch  Clerk/ES Complete 

46 FC0166/19 f) Operation Boulevard 
 

ES to confirm if dummy signs can be used.  
 

Ehab Shahab  ASAP  

47 FC182/19 e) V. Grants working 
group 
 

Clerk to arrange grants working group meeting Clerk ASAP 

48 FC186/19 c) 30th Anniversary  Clerk to find out exact date of the 30th Anniversary Clerk  ASAP 

49 FC190/19 d) Parking  To increase the frequency of Enforcement Officers on 
the estate.  
  

Cllr Smith ASAP  

50 FC190/19 g) Heating  To raise issue with housing to regarding Windale House Cllr Smith Complete 

51 FC192/10 c) Graffiti To follow -up with Polly Smart regarding graffiti schedule 
for the estate 

Cllr Taylor Complete 

52 FC194/19 6) 19/02958/ FUL DEL To investigate planning application and report back if 
necessary. 

Cllr Franks  ASAP 
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FC196/19 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

a) Credit Union 

FC197/19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The note the date of the next meeting is Tuesday 25th February 2020 at 7.00 pm  
Meeting closed at 21.15 

 

SIGNED: _________________________________________________________ 

Councillor John Dillon - Chairman 

 

 


