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BLACKBIRD LEYS PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 25th February 2020, at 7.00 pm in the Community 

Centre, Blackbird Leys Road, Blackbird Leys, Oxford. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Parish Councillors: John Dillon (Chair), Peter Nowland (Vice-Chair), Deborah 
McIlveen, Mark Franks, Ewa Gluza, Anthony Church, Imade Edosomwan, Maggie 
Lewis and Robert Davies.    

  
OTHER COUNCILLORS:   City Council Councillors: Rae Humberstone, Hosnieh Djafari-Marbini 

and Linda Smith.  
 

OFFICERS PRESENT:   Clerk to the Council: Emma Kearney.  

OTHERS PRESENT:  Members of the Public: 2.  
  

APOLOGIES:   The following apologies were received:   
   Parish Councillors: Olamide Oladejo. 
 City Council Councillors: Sian Taylor.  
 Oxford City Council Communities and Neighbourhoods: Hollie Tuckwell. 
 Thames Valley Police: Ehab Shahab & Soffia Lewis-Davies. 
  
FC198/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & APPLICATIONS FOR DISPENSATION 

None.  
 
FC199/19 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

It was RESOLVED to accept the minutes for the parish council meeting held on 
28th January 2020.  

  
FC200/19  CORRESPONDENCE  

For information only, please contact the clerk if you require any further details.  
 
FC201/19  PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
   Clerk contacted by a resident to requested assistance with parking issues.  
   Action: Cllr Humberstone to contact resident to discuss further 

  
FC202/19   CHAIRMANS REPORT 

a) Druce Way Parking  
One side of the road with the parking signs are happy, but the other side that 
doesn’t have signs are not as this area is still being used by BMW workers for 
parking.   

Action: Cllr Humberstone to visit residents and discuss.    
b) Rubbish on the estate 

On walking around the estate there is a lot of rubbish around.   
Action: Clerk to email Maya from ‘Spucin’ up the Leys’ to ask when the next local 
litter pick is. 
 

FC203/19  CLERKS UPDATE 
a) Grants update 

All of this year’s grant applications have been saved to the Dropbox for 
review. The Grants Working Group are meeting on 26th March 2020 at the 
Blackbird Leys Community Centre at 6pm to review and make 
recommendations.  

b) Noticeboard Update 
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i. Thank you for Cllr Taylor for assisting with our planning applications, the 
block plan and locations maps drafts have been approved.   
Action: Clerk to complete location plans and block maps 

ii. There were discussions regarding the clerk obtaining quotation to have the 
noticeboards installed.  
Action: Clerk to contact Direct Services for a quotation  

iii. There were discussions regarding advertising the meeting agenda at the local 
library until the parish noticeboards are in use.  
Action: Cllr Church to ask permission at the library     

c) Councillor Responsibilities  
The Councillor Responsibilities and Wards were reviewed and confirmed as 
follows –  
 

  
Name 

 
Ward & Responsibilities 

1. John Dillon  
(Chairman) 
 

Blackbird Leys 
Communications 
Litter / Dog Fouling  
Chairing 

2. Peter Nowland  
(Vice Chair) 
 

Blackbird Leys 
Planning 
Friendley’s 
Chairing 

3.  Deborah McIlveen 
 

Blackbird Leys 
Strategy/Governance 
Young Engagment 
Community Safety 
 

4.  Olamide Oladejo 
 

Blackbird Leys 
Leys Festival 
Litter/dog fouling 
Law 
 

5.  Imade Edosomwan  Blackbird Leys 
Leys Festival  
 

6. Robert Davies  Blackbird Leys 
Leys Festival   
Youth Engagement 

7. Vacancy  Blackbird Leys 

1. Ewa Gluza 
 

Northfield Brook 
Leys Festival  
Accounting skills 
Planning 
Schools 
Website/Communications 
Youth Engagement 
Chairing  
Police 
Treasurer, Oxford European Association 
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Oxford Polish Association 
Members, IAG Thames Valley 
 

2. Mark Franks  Northfield Brook  
Planning 
Neighbourhood watch  
Police 
Highways / Potholes / Speeding 
Litter / Dog Fouling 
Youth Community Engagement 
Charities knowledge 
Oxford Urban Wildlife Group Trustee 

3. Anthony Church  Northfield Brook  
Planning 

4. Maggie Lewis  Northfield Brook  
Neighbourhood Watch  
Community Speed watch  

5. Vacancy  Northfield Brook  

6. Vacancy  Northfield Brook 

7. Vacancy Northfield Brook 

 
 

d) Speed Watch Operation  
i. Clerk confirmed an email had been circulated to parish councillors asking if anyone 

was interested in arranging another date, there has not been any interest.  
ii. There were discussion that the parish councillors were working on other areas and 

that this could be readdressed at a later date.  
iii. It was also discussed that parents may be interested in being involved with future 

speed watches.  
Action: Clerk to ask HT to contacting local schools to see if parents were interested in 
being involved.  

 
FC204/19   CASUAL VACANCIES  

There are two casual vacancies as Cllr Funge and Cllr Watson have not been involved 
in any parish activity for six months.  

 
FC205/19  COUNCILLOR TRAINING 

a) The clerk commented it would be best practise for the parish councillors to 
attend training.  
It was agreed for councillors to attend the following –  

1. Cllr Lewis  
i. Reframing conflict  

ii. Volunteering and the law  
iii. Role and Responsibilities  

2. Cllr Edosomwan & Cllr Davies  
i. Roles and Responsibilities 

FC206/19  CREDIT UNION 
Discussion were held regarding the impact of the Credit Union closing down on 
the estate.  
It was commented that people can keep their accounts, they just will not have a 
local branch they can visit.  The closure would only impact community groups, but 
they could obtain a bank account at main stream a bank.  



 

 
96 

 

FC207/19  COMMUNITY RESPONSE TEAM 
   Nick Prior 

a) Report from 28.01.2020 
178 cases recorded there were 19 for the parish mainly noise related which can 
be music, domestic or dogs barking. 

b) There are no major operations in parish.  
c) Hollie Tuckwell has requested for all to complete the Gillian’s Park survey, that 

was emailed out on the 27th February.  
d) There were discussion regarding ‘Ox Clean’ date for this year. 
e) There were discussions regarding organising a dog fouling campaign on the 

estate. 
Action: Nick Prior to liaise with the parish council to arrange a date.  

 
   PARISH COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
FC208/19  Cllr Church 

a) Has arranged for the ‘Tenants Involvement Team’ from Oxford City Council to run 
an advertisement in ‘Tenants in touch’ for the Leys Festival, they are also 
interested in having a stall on the day. 

b) The paths in Gillian’s Park have flooded during the heavy rain, and is causing an 
issue as residents are unable to use the path. There was an incident where a man 
in a mobility scooter tried to go across the grass but became bogged down and 
fell out of his mobility scooter. Fortunately, Cllr Church was there is assist.  
Cllr Church contacted the Parks Department to arrange an onsite meeting to see 
if the same work that had been done in Blackbird Leys Park could be done in 
Gillian’s but has had no response yet.  

i. It was commented that there have been previous efforts by the 
chairman of the parish council involving Stuart Fitzsimmons and use of 
the 3-year paths budget recommended by Cllr Smith.  
The paths were redone but there was no improvement to either raise or 
slant and therefore the puddles remain.  

ii. It was further commented that Cllr McIlveen had also sent photographs 
of the paths since they were redone as the material used was tarmac and 
not as good as what was used previously. The park is considered to be 
bog land, and will continue to flood unless a platform is put in. It was 
suggested that residents could use the path that goes against wall 
instead.  

c) Diabetes awareness event to be hosted by ‘Go Active’ to be held at the Blackbird 
Leys Leisure Centre between 12.30 to 14.00 on Thursday 27th March 2020.  

d) Has arranged for the Tenant Involvement Team to put on a free craft morning at 
Friendley’s, also there are guest speakers schedule to attend. More information 
will follow.  

 
FC209/19   Cllr McIlveen   

a) Reporting rubbish  
b) Reporting Street lighting  
c) Safe Leys has had a meeting, and is arranging another.  
Action: Meeting to be arranged by Cllr McIlveen and circulated to the parish council   
d) Residence parking permits price around Kassium Stadium are increasing from £15-

£16, as of 1st April 2020.  
 

FC210/19   Cllr Edosomwan  
a) Has been working on the Leys Festival as mentioned by Cllr Gluza. 
b) Re-raised concerns regarding the lighting around the parish especially the alleyway by 

the Bullnose Morris. 
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FC211/19    Cllr Franks  
a) Oxford Mail has not attended since the staffing change, it would be good to have 

attendance again especially with up and coming events such as the Leys Festival.  
Action: Clerk to make contact and obtain preferred email address to send future 
agenda’s to.  

 
FC212/19   Cllr Davies  

a) Has been working on the Leys Festival as mentioned by Cllr Gluza. 
b) The Blackbird Leys Leisure centre is having an open day the same time as the Leys 

Festival, there will be football and basketball among other activities to showcase 
what they do for the community during the Leys Festival.  

 
FC213/19   Cllr Gluza 
   LEYS FESTIVAL  

a) The date for the festival has been confirmed as Saturday 6th June from 12 -5 pm with 
a quiet hour at 12- 1pm for those with special needs.  

b) Huge thanks to Hollie Tuckwell who has arranged for the land for free of charge, 
saving between £500 - £1,500. 

c) Cllr Lewis will be working on the history of the parish and on 12 iconic photos. 
d) Cllr Davies will be working on advertising and has arranged for the Leys Festival to be 

advertised on all buses with a digital screen, for 14 days before the event. 
e) Cllr Edosomwan and Jayne Watson will be working on the food.   
f) There will be no glass allowed onsite, and the festival will try to be environmentally 

friendly.  
g) Sue Price is working with local schools and engaging with Leys News.  
h) Eric is working with local businesses and raising sponsorship. He is also working on 

the entertainment and stage performance. Has appointments with Oxford United and 
Lidl.  

i) Arrangements are being made for free transport to the event to ensure all can 
attend, funding is being sourced.  

j) Working towards obtaining a ‘Leys Steering Group’ bank account.  
k) An application has been made to Oxford University to cover the costs of the history 

exhibition, and for the children’s fancy dress prizes.  
l) Intending to apply to the ‘We are Oxford’ funding scheme.  
m) Please refer to ‘Leys Festival’ Facebook page at ‘Leys Festival’ for more information. 
n) Possibility of free water at the event for all people, it will cost £300 for 20,000 litres of 

water.  
o) This year’s Leys Festival will be hosted and insured by ‘Oxford Polish Association’ and 

‘The Leys Festival Steering Group’, and is sponsored by the ‘Blackbird Leys Parish 
Council’ and others.  

 
FC214/19   Cllr Lewis 

a) Neighbourhood Watch  
There will be a stall at the Leys Festival, and there will be information about the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. 

b) Quiz 
Working on a 20-question quiz, for the Leys Festival and organising the prices. 

c) History 
Working on different elements of the history of the parish. 

d) Photographs 
Working on sourcing different photos of the parish.   

 
FC215/19   Cllr Nowland 

a) Concerns raised regarding parking tickets being issued. 
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CITY COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
FC216/19  Cllr Humberstone 

a) Fire at the Flats  
Has been working with the residents effected by the fire in the flats by Pegasus Court. 
Most of the residents have been rehoused, and there is one resident that is still waiting 
for a permanent solution.  
Will be contacting Catalyst to discuss what went wrong with the communication.  

b) Carparking issues 
c) Pot holes  
d) Lord Lieutenant  
e) The Lord Lieutenant, Tim Stevenson OBE, has expressed a wish to engage with local 

groups in our community. 
Action: Clerk to liaise with Lieutenants office. 

f) Alleyways 
Discussions were held regarding the many alleyways on the estate, and how they can be 
dangerous with the use of mini-motors. This was mentioned to Catalyst to be considered 
when planning the regeneration.  

 
FC217/19 Cllr Djafari-Marbini 

a) Casework  
On the estate including pot holes, community safety and wall lengths. 

b) Brexit  
Working with groups to support vulnerable people to fill in application forms.  

c) Inequality in Society 
Has been working with a local group that are proposing a public meeting to mark the 
10-year review of the Marmot Report on health inequalities. 
There were discussions around the discrepancies between the two wards.  

 
FC218/19 Cllr Smith 

a) Regeneration  
i. A report is going to the City Council cabinet on 11th March 2020 and it is very 

significant, as it will try and fix down the costs and allocate the money to 
make the regeneration happen.   

ii. Not putting a planning application in until January 2021, so there is a lot of 
work to do.  

iii. There is huge funding from the City Council is around £100,000,000 and the 
sale for private property will only cover around £80, 000. 

b) Parish Council Cil Fund 
The parish council is likely to receive Community Infrastructure Levy in 2022-2023 of 
£200,000 plus, it would be good to consider how the parish council would spend this 
money.  

 
  COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
FC219/19   Cllr McIlveen   

a) There has been casework regarding social services and racial harassment. 
b) Blackberry Lane has been cleared. 
c) £3 million has been made available to youth services from the County Council. 
d) South Oxford District Council may withdraw their local plan, which would impact the 

Grenoble Road development and other neighbouring districts. The County Council has 
proposed to take this on instead of it going to the minister.   

e) Head of Children Services is leaving.  
 
FC220/19  FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Leys Festival  
It was RESOLVED to pay directly on receipt of an invoice the following –  
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 Item Supplier Price Details 

1. Portaloos Taplins £468 3 x standard 
1 x disabled  

2. Fencing OCC £360 90 x 2 m approx. barriers 
including transport VC to 

follow up 
 

3. First Aid  £265 Oxon Event Medic  
4. Fire Extinguisher  £72 4 x Fire Extinguishers  

Oxford Hire 
5. Hay bales Abbots 

& Co 
£250 30 Hay bales  

6. Story museum  £400 Tent and activities  
7. Farms-2-Ewe  £650 Full farm with washing 

facilities 
8. PA System Jack FM £300 PA Hire Jack FM 
9. Funtime/Climbing 

wall - £645 
Soft Play - £95 
Obstacle Course -
115ft - £795 
21ft x 27ft Sea World 
Combo Playbed £260 
Staff x 2 x5 x 35 = 
£350 
Generator x 1 = £80  

 £2,225.00 Funtime 

 Total   £4, 990.00  
 

b) Cashbook   
The cashbook was reviewed by the parish councils financial controller (Cllr 
Edosomwan) and it was RESOLVED to pay –  

i. The Clerk’s February salary by bacs payment £616.20.  
ii. The Clerk’s February overtime by cheque, no: 101334 £369.72. 

iii. The Clerk’s expenses by cheque, no: 101335 £35.73.  
iv. Oxford City Council for Hall Hire by bacs, £20.00.  
v. Oxford Association of Local Councils, Roles and Responsibility training 

course for Cllr Lewis, Cllr Edosomwan, and Cllr Davies by cheque, no: 
101336, £336.00.  

 
c) Budget Update  

The Clerk confirmed the budget position from the budget period April 2019 – 
March 2020.   

 
Cost category ACTUAL SPEND BUDGETED 

HMRC £487.50 £0.00 

SALARIES £10,521.89 £7,440.00 

WAH & MILEAGE £56.08 £600.00 

PENSION £0 £300.00 

STATIONARY/PRINTING/PHOTOCOPYING £437.25 £250.00 

PRINTING CONTRACT £12.73 £250.00 
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POSTAGE £23.22 £200.00 

TELEPHONE £10 £130.00 
 

PROJECTOR £0 £500.00 

OALC MEMBERSHIP £0 £1,676.62 

SLCC MEMBERSHIP £220 £200.00 

INFORMATION COMISSIONER MEMBERSHIP £40 £0 

EXPENSES £97.80 £180.00 

HALL HIRE £220 £240.00 

INSURANCE £0 £665.23 

AUDIT £236.34 £500.00 

TRAINING £1,525 £2,400.00 

WEBSITE (NEW) - CIL £250 £750.00 

WIX DOMAIN HOSTING - CIL £86.40 £95.00 

. GOV £30.02 £0.00 

MAILBOX £0 £35.00 

OFFICE 365 £0 £120.00 

BUSINESS DROPBOX £95 £120.00 

CYPERSECURITY £0 £500.00 

OFFICE SPACE £0 £1,200.00 

COMMUNITY PROJECTS £0 £15,000.00 

ONLINE BANKING £0 £240.00 

GRANTS £36,778.05 £20,472.27 

TOTAL   £56,934.30 £54,064.12 
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FC221/19 TO THE FOLLOWING PLANNING APPLICATIONS - Applications: were considered: 
 

 

 

 

 

 Application Address Ward Deadline Outcome 
1. 20/00176/FUL DEL 

Erection of a two-storey side extension.  
 

16 Ladenham Road  
Oxford  
OX4 6AZ 

Blackbird Leys 
Ward 

28.02.2020 No objections 

 
2. 

20/00186/ FUL DEL  
Demolition of existing conservatory. Erection of singe storey rear 
extension. 

200 Sandy Lane 
Oxford 
OX4 6TD 

Blackbird Leys 
Ward 

04.03.2020 No objections 

3. 20/00221/VAR DEL 
Variation of condition 1 (5-year time limit) of planning permission 
15/00735/VAR (Variation of condition 2 of planning permission 
13/0048/VAR to allow for retention of temporary portacabin office 
use for a further period of 5 years.)  
To allow extend use of the rear portacabin for a further 5 years. 

96 Blackbird Leys Road 
Oxford  
Oxfordshire 
OX4 6HS 

Blackbird Leys 
Ward 

02.03.2020 No objections 

 
4. 

20/00374/FUL DEL 
Conversion of garage to habitable space and provision of additional 
parking space to front. 

17 Teal Close 
Oxford 
OX4 7GU 

Northfield Brook 
Ward 
 

18.03.2020 No objections 

5.  19/03297/CT3 DEL  
Replacement of entrance doors.  
This application requires re-advertisement. 

1-7 Birchfield Close (Odds)  
49-55, 57-63, 65 -71 
Pegasus Road (Odds) 
Oxford  
Oxfordshire 

Northfield Brook 
Ward 

02.03.2020  No objections  

6. 19/03299/CT3 DEL 
Replacement of entrance doors.  
This application required re-advertisement 

Site of 21-55 
Birchfield Close 
Oxford 
Oxfordshire 
OX4 6DL 

Northfield Brook 
Ward 

02.03.2020 No objections  
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FC222/19 – MEETING ACTIONS
 Item No  Minutes Reference ACTION FOR WHEN 

1 2 Provide a telephone number of Car-parking contact Cllr McIlveen TBA 

3 4 Provide a list of grant awardee’s  Cllr McIlveen TBA  

4 6 Complaints procedure source, circulate, review and 
approve at a full Parish Council Meeting Clerk 

Clerk  By July Meeting  

5 9 Chairman to contact Community Payback to feedback 
good work on the estate. 

Chairman  May Meeting  

6 10 To provide contact details to the Chairman 
Community Payback 

Cllr Humberstone May Meeting  

11 FC047/19 g) Hedges Chairman to send photographs to Cllr Smith to follow 
up. 

Chairman/Cllr 
Smith 

ASAP 

12 FC047/19 h) Tall Trees Chairman to send details to Cllr Smith to follow up.  Cllr Church Completed  

13 FC054/19 d) Bike Thefts Cllr Church will forward the details to the clerk   Cllr Church/Clerk  Completed 

15 FC058/19 f) Parking  Cllr Smith will ask for Balfour Road to be included with 
the Traffic Engineer.  

Cllr Smith ASAP 

17 FC062/19 a) Noticeboards Confirm Catalyst offer of a noticeboard as part of the 
regeneration.  

HT ASAP 

24 FC080/19 d) Holy Family Church To investigate the recent change to the Churches 
status to a Grade 2 listed building and report back 

Chairman Completed 

25 FC083/19 a) Website  
 

To take down the old website  
 

Chairman  Completed 

27 FC083/19 a) Website  
 

Councillors photos Clerk  ASAP  

29 FC091/19 s) Speed Watch  To find prices for all camera types and also research 
Thames Valley Police criteria for the next Parish 
Council meeting.  

Maggie Lewis & Cllr 
Church 

Complete 

30 FC0103/19 c) Twinning  To invite Angela Charlton to a Parish Council meeting 
to   discuss twinning.  

Cllr Gluza ASAP 
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32 FC0115/19 a) Lighting Concerns To provide report lighting concerns in Bullnose Morris, 
Ashmore Place and Druce Way. 

Cllr McIlveen  ASAP 

35 FC0119/19 d) Quotation  To request a quotation to install the noticeboards for 
Direct Services  

Clerk ASAP  

36 FC0143/19 a) Tuckers Rd garages Community Response Team to check the garages are 
still boarded up   
 

CRT ASAP 

39 FC0141/19 c) Review Grant 
Response 

Councillors to review grant response on drop box 
submitted by Pegasus School  

Councillors  Completed 

41 FC0148/19 a) Report   Cllr McIlveen to report the complaint to the Council 
 

Cllr McIlveen ASAP 

46 FC0166/19 f) Operation 
Boulevard 
 

ES to confirm if dummy signs can be used.  
 

Ehab Shahab  ASAP  

47 FC182/19 e) V. Grants working 
group 
 

Clerk to arrange grants working group meeting Clerk FC203/19 a) 

48 FC186/19 c) 30th Anniversary  Clerk to find out exact date of the 30th Anniversary Clerk  ASAP 

49 FC190/19 d) Parking  To increase the frequency of Enforcement Officers on 
the estate.  
  

Cllr Smith ASAP  

50 FC190/19 g) Heating  To raise issue with housing to regarding Windale 
House. 

Cllr Smith Complete 

51 FC192/10 c) Graffiti To follow -up with Polly Smart regarding graffiti 
schedule for the estate. 

Cllr Taylor Complete 

52 FC194/19 6) 19/02958/ FUL DEL To investigate planning application and report back if 
necessary. 

Cllr Franks  ASAP 

53 FC201/19 Resident Parking Issue To contact resident to discuss. Cllr Humberstone ASAP  

54 FC202/19 a) Druce Way Parking To contact resident to discuss. Cllr Humberstone  ASAP  

55 FC202/19 b) Rubbish on the estate To email Maya from ‘Spucin’ up the Leys’ to ask when 
the next local litter pick is. 

Clerk  ASAP  

56 FC203/19 b) i. Noticeboard Update Clerk to complete location plans and block maps. 
 

Clerk  ASAP 
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57 FC203/19 b) ii Noticeboard Update Clerk to contact Direct Services for a quotation.  
 

Clerk  ASAP 

58 FC203/19 b) iii Advertising agendas Cllr Church to ask permission at the library. Cllr Church ASAP 

59 FC203/19 d) Speed watch 
Operation 

Clerk to ask HT investigate contacting local schools to see 
if parents were interested in being involved. 

Clerk/HT ASAP 

60 FC207/19 e) Dog Fouling  Nick Prior to liaise with the parish council to arrange a 
date. 

NP/Clerk  ASAP 

61 FC209/19 c) Safer Leys Meeting  Meeting to be arranged by Cllr McIlveen and circulated 
to the parish council. 

Cllr McIlveen ASAP  

62 FC211/19 a) Oxford Mail Contact  Clerk to make contact and obtain preferred email 
address to send future agenda’s to. 

Clerk  ASAP  

63 FC216/19 e) Lord Lieutenant Clerk to liaise with Lieutenants office. Clerk  ASAP 
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FC223/19 ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA  

a) Asset Register 
b) Grant applications  

FC224/19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The note the date of the next meeting is Tuesday 31st March 2020 at 7.00 pm  
Meeting closed at 21.09 

 

SIGNED: _________________________________________________________ 

Councillor John Dillon – Chairman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


